


Year 10 GCSE

Key People You Need to Know:
Mr Arnell – Principal

Ms Morris – Deputy Principal
Mr Dominé – Assistant Principal

Miss Bardsley – Assistant Principal
Mr McGivern – Assistant Principal

Ms Devalia – Head of Year 9



GCSE

Our Role

Your Role

Attendance needs to be 100%

GCSE Pod



Introduction
• New GCSEs in English language, English Literature and Maths have been taught in schools 

in England from September 2015, with the first results to be issued in August 2017.

• Over the last year further subjects have seen new GCSEs introduced and in September 

2017 all subjects will be using the new GCSE specifications.

What do the new GCSEs look like?

• The main features of the new GCSEs are:

• A new grading scale of 9 to 1 is now being used, with 9 being the top grade. 

• Assessment is now mainly by exam, with other types of assessment used only where they are 

needed to test essential skills.

• There is new, more demanding content, which has been developed by the government and the 

exam boards.

• Courses have be designed for two years of study - they are no longer divided into different 

modules and students will take all their exams in one period at the end of their course.





The Options Process
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Options Process

• Tonight you will receive the ‘Options Booklet’.

• All students will be assigned a mentor to help guide you through the 

choices you are to make.

• The opportunity can be made available for students who would like to 

meet with an independent careers advisor.

• Students have already received assemblies about specific subjects and 

there will be further guidance given in future assemblies.

• Advice will be available at the Year 9 Parents’ Evening on 21st March.

• Completed ‘Final Option Choices’ forms should be returned by Thursday 

23rd March



The Academic Core

Compulsory Subjects

• GCSE English Language

• GCSE English Literature

• GCSE Mathematics

• GCSE Religious Education (PRE)

• GCSE Science – either Triple or Combined Science

• GCSE Geography and/or History

• If you choose both then one will be counted as one of your free choices



Your ‘Choices’
Most students will study 10 GCSE subjects

• 4 compulsory – English Lang, English Lit, Maths, Religious Education

• Triple or Combined Science (Triple Science will mean you have 1 less free 

choice)

• GCSE History or Geography (You may choose both but you will then have 1 

less free choice)

• GCSE Spanish or GCSE French

• Free choices 

• GCSE Sanskrit

• GCSE Business Studies

• GCSE Art & Design

• GCSE PE

• GCSE Computer Science

• GCSE Drama

• GCSE Music

• GCSE Dance

• GCSE Design Technology

• GCSE Media



GCSE Maths
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Year 10 Mathematics
Edexcel Specification
• Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics course

• Two tiers available: Foundation and Higher
• Foundation tier: grades 1 to 5

• Higher tier: grades 4 to 9 (grade 3 allowed)

• Three equally weighted written examinations
• Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long

• Each paper has 80 marks

• Paper 1: Non calculator assessment

• Paper 2: Calculator allowed assessment

• Paper 3: Calculator allowed assessment
(problem solving)



Year 10 Mathematics
Key Content

Tier Topic area Weighting

Foundation

Number 22 – 28%

Algebra 17 – 23%

Ratio, proportion and rates of change 22 – 28%

Geometry and measures 12 – 18%

Statistics and probability 12 – 18%

Higher

Number 12 – 18%

Algebra 27 – 33%

Ratio, proportion and rates of change 17 – 23%

Geometry and measures 17 – 23%

Statistics and probability 12 – 18%



Year 10 Mathematics
Additional Resources
• REVISE Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Workbook £5.99

• REVISE Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Revision Guide £5.89

• REVISE Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Revision Cards £7.49

• CGP Maths Edexcel Revision Guide for (9-1) course £5.77

• CGP Maths Edexcel Workbook for (9-1) course £4.46

• School subscriptions:
• www.mathswatchvle.com
• www.mymaths.co.uk

• Other online resources:
• Edexcel style questions by topic: http://bland.in/
• BBC Bitesize Maths: www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects

http://www.mathswatchvle.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://bland.in/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects
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Year 10 - English

English Department commitment to Year 9
• A constant ‘open door’ access for parents and students
• Practical advice from experienced teachers
• Accurate marking, feedback and advice
• Targeted intervention and personalisation, tailored to each student
• Excellent resources, trips and external visitors
• Ever more effective feedback leading up to exams
• Walking talking mocks/ PLCs (personalised learning charts)/ exam practise 

materials
• Exciting, interesting texts brought to life to engage the students
• In short -100% commitment from excellent staff



Year 10 – English Language
Exam board: AQA

The Examinations

Paper 1 English Language Paper 2 English Language

Exam Title:

‘Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing’

Exam Title:

‘Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives’ 

Duration: 1 hour and 45 minutes Duration: 1 hour and 45 minutes

Exam Weighting: 50% Exam Weighting: 50%

Section A: Reading 
Question 1: List 4 things 

Question 2: Analyse language 

Question 3: Analyse structure 

Question 4: Evaluate a statement 

Section A: Reading
Question 1: Identify 4 true statements

Question 2: Summarise differences 

Question 3: Analyse language

Question 4: Compare methods  

Section B: Writing 
Question 5:

Writing to describe or narrate

Section B: Writing
Question 5 

Writing to explain/argue/persuade your view. 

Total marks available: 80 Total marks available: 80

EXAM DATE:

June 2019

EXAM DATE:

June 2019



Year 10 – English Literature
Exam board: AQA

Paper 1 English Literature Paper 2 English Literature

Exam Title:

‘Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel’

Exam Title:

‘Modern Texts and Poetry’  

Duration: 1 hour and 45 minutes Duration: 2 hours and 15 minutes

Exam Weighting: 40% Exam Weighting: 60%

Section A

Shakespeare: ‘Macbeth’
Students will be given an extract from the play and a question based on 

this extract- they must also make links to the play as a whole in their 

response. 

Section A: 
An essay style question based on ‘An Inspector Calls’.

Section B:
‘A Christmas Carol’

Students will be given an extract from the novel and be expected to 

answer an essay style question based on the extract- they must also 

make links to the novel as a whole. 

Section B:

The poetry anthology question. Students will be given a 

question based on 1 of the 15 poems, they must then 

compare the poem to another out of the 15.

Total marks available: 64

EXAM DATE: May 2019
Section C:

Students will be required to compare and analyse two 

unseen poems. 

Total marks available: 96

EXAM DATE: May 2019



GCSE Science

Ms Morris – Deputy Principal



Science

Why Study Science? The study of Science is essential in helping us to 
understand the world around us. This understanding, or ‘Scientific Literacy’, 
also plays an important part in ensuring students will be able to engage in 
debates and decisions about a number of important issues in society. 

Science has something to offer every student, whatever their aspirations. 
From trainee chef to nuclear physicist, construction apprentice to cancer 
researcher, everyone needs some level of relevant science understanding. 

Avanti House will be offering Triple Science and Combined Science at Key 
Stage 4. 



Triple Science Assessment
Assessment for the Triple Science courses: This is a linear course. Six 
written exams will be taken. Two for Biology, two for Chemistry and two for 
Physics; the exams will be taken in the Summer session of Year 11.

• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
• Foundation and Higher Tier 
• 100 marks 
• Questions are multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and 
open response. 
• Each paper is 50% of the GCSE for that Science subject.

*Due to the slight increase in challenge it is advisable that those choosing this option will 
have secured a Secured (S) or Mastery level at Key Stage 3



Combined Science
Studying the Combined Science option means students will finish year 11 
with two science grades. Students will have to study all three sciences but 
the disciplines will not be covered in the same depth as triple science. 

It is important to note that it is not compulsory for students to have 
studied triple science in order to gain access to A Level Science subjects.



Combined Science Assessment

This is a linear course. There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and 
two physics. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding 
from distinct topic areas.

The exams are based on the following format:
• Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 
• Foundation and Higher Tier 
• 70 marks 
• 16.7% of GCSE
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Pastoral Support
• What we have done so far

• Taster lessons

• Subject Assemblies

• Year 10 Mentors

• Career Talks from a range of professionals

• What can parents do to support their child?
• Discuss future plans & career interests

• Look at latest PR reports to identify strengths

• Discuss plans for after GCSEs to ensure suitable subjects chosen to access A-Levels

• Encouragement – Academic achievement & Character Formation

• Contact subject teachers for guidance if required



Questions

• Please feel free to ask any questions you may have regarding 
the options process.

• Subject specific questions should be directed to the Heads of 
Department. 


